Regular testing is important to:

1. identify existing problems

2. ensure water is suitable for
the intended use, especially if
used for drinking by humans
and animals

3. track changes over time

4. determine the effectiveness
of a treatment system

The quality of a water source may
change over time, even suddenly.
Changes can go unnoticed as the water
may look, smell, and taste the same.

Is My Water Safe to Drink?

The only way to tell if your drinking
water is safe is by having it tested at a
certified laboratory. Harmful bacteria,
parasites, and viruses are invisible to
the naked eye, so water which looks
and tastes good may not necessarily be
safe to drink.

What Tests Should | Have Done?
Useful tests are available to help
determine the health and safety of a
water supply, and the performance of a
water treatment system. Your local
health department can assist in
selecting tests important for assessing
your drinking water.

If you have questions, contact
Albert Gosselin Jr
Registered Sanitarian
(860) 887-5581 Ext 131
building@preston-ct.org

What Can | do to Protect Drinking
Water Quality?

There are a number of different
reasons why private wells may
become contaminated or observe
changes in water quality. Some are
due to nat-ural causes while many
are caused by human

activity. Because ground-water is
actually precipitation that has
infiltrated the soil and rock below us,
what we do on the land surface can
often have a large effect on the
quality of our groundwater resource
and private wells. While some land
use activities have a larger impact on
water quality than others, there are a
number of things private well owners
can do at home which may help to
reduce the potential for groundwater
contamination and improve their
water supply.

1. Maintain your well

2. Use pesticides and fertilizer in
moderation

3. Maintain proper care of your
septic system

Water is a shared resource; we all
must do our part to help keep our
groundwater supplies safe.
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You expect the water from
your faucet to be pure and
“«_safe for your family.
However, chemically pure
water rarely exists in nature. Almost all
natural and man-made chemicals can
dissolve in and contaminate water. This
can be dangerous because your well
water begins as rain or snow that
percolates into the ground and is then
delivered to your home through your
well. Water can become contaminated
anywhere along its journey from rain to
your home.

If you have a private well, water quality
testing is important for you and your
family. Contaminants in drinking water
have been linked to cancer and toxicity,
posing a risk to human health. Many of
these contaminants have no taste, odor,
or color. Their presence can only be
determined by laboratory testing.

YOU are the only one responsible for
monitoring the quality of your water and
ensuring the health and safety of your
family. The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) recommends that all
homeowners with private wells test their
drinking water every year.




Contaminant

Coliform
Bacteria

Nitrate

Pesticides

Lead

Copper

VOCs
(solvents, gasoline
or fuel oil)

PCBs

Arsenic

Radon

Private Well Testing Recommendations

Which wells or homes
should be tested?

Every well

All newly-constructed wells

Wells within 14 mile of fertilized
fields or animal feed lots

Wells used by pregnant women
and infants

Wells within 14 mile of agricultural
fields, or pesticide manufacturing,
storage or mixing facilities

Homes with copper plumbing in-
stalled before 1985 or brass fixtures;
and naturally-soft water

Water used to prepare infant formula
or if any resident in-home experiences
repeated symptoms of nausea,
diarrhea or abdominal cramps. Homes
most at risk have new copper
plumbing or naturally-soft water.

Wells within 1/4 mile of a landfill,
underground fuel or gasoline tank
and wells within 14 mile of where
solvents have been used (drycleaner,
automotive garage or body shop, etc)

Water with an oily sheen or petroleum
odor, and submersible pump installed
before 1979

Every well
Homes with high radon levels in

the air that are not reduced by
sealing basement cracks and ventilation

How often should | test?

Test once every year, or when there is
a change in taste, color or odor

Two tests spaced six months apart

Test annually

Test before pregnancy and at time of birth

Test once every 5-10 years

Consider one time test

Test before and after flushing the faucet
for 2 to 3 minutes

Homes with new copper plumbing should be

retested in 6 months

Test once every 5- 10 years or when
solvent or gasoline taste or odor is noticed

Test once if needed

Test once Retest if iron levels increase or if

water changes in taste or odor

Test once if needed

Noites

Certified Labs

Premier Labortory Inc_ 61 LousiaViens Dr.
Dayville Ct  800-334-0103 860-774-6814

Groton Public Utilities 295 Meridian Street

Groton CT 06340 860-446-4000
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